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Summary

ISAF was created in accordance
with the Bonn Conference in Decem-
ber 2001. Afghan opposition leaders
attending the conference began the
process of reconstructing their country
by setting up a new government stru-
cture, namely the Afghan Transitional
Authority. The concept of a UN-man-
dated international force to assist the
newly established Afghan Transitional
Authority was also launched at this
occasion to create a secure environ-
ment in and around Kabul and sup-
port the reconstruction of Afgha-
nistan.

These agreements paved the way
for the creation of a three-way part-
nership between the Afghan Transi-
tional Authority, the United Nations
Assistance Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) and ISAF.

On 11 August 2003 NATO assu-
med leadership of the ISAF operation,
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turning the six-month national rotati-
ons to en end. The Alliance became
responsible for the command, coordi-
nation and planning of the force,
including the provision of a force
commander and headquarters on the
ground in Afghanistan.

This new leadership overcame the
problem of a continual search to find
new nations to lead the mission and
the difficulties of setting up a new
headquarters every six months in a
complex environment. A continuing
NATO headquarters also enables
small countries, less likely to take over
leadership responsibility, to play a
strong role within a multinational
headquarters.

Since 2006, ISAF has been invol-
ved in more intensive combat operati-
ons in southern Afghanistan, a ten-
dency which continued in 2007 and
2008.

Attacks on ISAF in other parts of
Afghanistan are also mounting.
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