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THE MAIN PRINCIPLES OF THE
INTERDEPENDENCY BETWEEN THE TOURISM
AND THE NATIONAL PARKS

SUMMARY

One of the most wide-spread and popular types of the
tourism is the controllable form of the natural tourism —
ecotourism. The comprehension of the nature constitutes
the base for the latter, which requires the organisation of the
trips for the definite number of the tourists in the relatively
intact zones of the nature for the purposes of visiting such
places, which stirs the cultural-educative interest. The
main emphasis is put upon the susceptible approach and
reasonable use of the natural resources for the purposes of
the restoration, care and protection. This kind of tourism
is different from mass tourism and is distinctive for its
stable use of the specific touristic resources (unique and
less transformed nature, cultural objects), for the support
of the social-economic development of the regions and
organisation of the ecological education.

The ecological tourism is the unity of the leisure,
outdoor trips, educative, explorative, cultural and economic
activities and it has utterly important and increasing
influence on the social processes. Practically, its structural-
functional differentiation, geographic distribution, the
number of the visitors and recreational service is increasing
daily and its role is growing in the reinforcement of the
cultural and economic relations.

The successful development of the ecotourism is highly
dependent on the existence of the intact nature, as well
as the good quality organisation of the protection of the
environment. Without these two factors, this type of the
tourism will lose its purpose, that is why the most stable
development of the ecotourism is achieved in the natural-
territorial complexes or the national parks, where there
are separately determined the touristic and protective, and
natural and ethnographic-cultural functions.

The ecotourism supports the social-economic
development of the regions of the county, gives the
possibility for the combination of the economic growth and
the protection of the nature, which is particularly important
for the developing countries, where the traditional
methods of the agriculture are less effective and causes the
significant degradation of the resources. The expansion of
the ecotourism will cause the development of the tourism
infrastructure and of the other linked fields of the agriculture
and will be accordingly followed by the emergence of the
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new employment opportunities.

There is the largely unexploited potential of the
ecotourism in Georgia. The creation of the new concept
on the natural territories and the organisational measures
for the formation of the national parks serves for the future
development of the ecotourism. Founding the national
parks and the development of the ecotourism on their
territory will support the restoration and renovation of the
natural resources, as well as the improvement of the social
and economic condition of the underdeveloped regions.

The governance of the national parks and the creation
of the infrastructure are essential to be conducted in close
cooperation between the administration of the parks and
the national and regional touristic organisations, as these
organisations are able to provide appropriate assistance to
the administration of the parks for the construction of the
touristic objects. Besides, the administration of the parks
should introduce to the touristic organs with the restrictions
for the tourists. For instance, one of the restrictions is
exceeding the capacity of the park, as the lack of the control
might have a negative influence upon the park, destroy and
damage resources, which are vital for the development of
the tourism.

In the specific regions, the planning and development
of the tourism should be conducted in accordance with
complex state programme on the use of the nature, based
on the ecological requirements. The national parks should
be included in the common plan for the land-tenure of
the particular region. The latter should envisage the
economic profit, which the certain region will get due
to the development of the touristic infrastructure in the
touristic zone (park and its adjusting territory) and the close
cooperation of the private structures.

The development of the touristic infrastructure might
infringe the natural balance of the resources of the national
parks. Therefore, taking into consideration the use of the
alternative resources and the ecological values, it is necessary
to determine in advance the types of the tourism and of the
infrastructure linked to it on the particular territory.

In the national parks, there should be specific plans
for the situation of the objects necessary for the touristic
infrastructure. The maximally unnoticed premises should
damage the environment as little as possible, as their
dominance restrains the natural values. In every case, it is
necessary to use the local natural recourses: stones, woods,
clay and other for the construction works. It is unacceptable
to use the foreign martials (asbestos, slag-blocks and
other) and the paints of the electric, disharmonic colours.
Throughout the projection of the buildings, architectural
design and construction works the local style, traditions
should be taken into consideration coupled with the use of
the so called “echo-technologies”.




