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NIKO NIKOLADZE’S CONFRONTATION WITH
THE OIL-SHIPPING MONOPOLY OF THE NOBEL
BROTHERS

SUMMARY

130 years ago, on August 28, 1882, Niko Nikoladze
had made a speech at the 4" Section Session of Russia’s
Scientific-Technical Society Members’ Congress. Niko
Nikoladze confronted with the famous company of the Nobel
brothers, which captured the oil-shipping monopoly from
Baku and caused serious problems to the local companies.
In Nikoladze’s opinion, the monopoly had arisen not at the
time of oil-production, but in the process of its shipping,
control on which was captured by the Nobel Company.
According to Nikoladze’s conclusion, no production can
develop and become stronger if it is imposed through the
arrangement of transport facilities and their maintenance.
Here Nikoladze clearly declares about the necessity of
limited interference from the side of a state in the business
affairs, which idea nowadays is under the dominant trend
in the world economy, and which was positioned far earlier
before prominent Keynes. In his speech, Nikoladze build
up the ways of eradication the Nobel monopoly, among
which was the development of Batumi’s Porto-Franco and
providing all entrepreneurs with the same privileges as
the Nobel Company had. Nikoladze managed to convince
the delegates of the congress, and, as a matter of fact, his
proposal was accepted.
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