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Maya Natroshvili
William Shakespeare’s Sonnet Philosophy

SUMMARY

The possibility of a philosophy in Shakespeare’s
Sonnets has long been debated. The frequently
expressed sense of mystery toward the whole set has
led to the belief they are fundamentally incoherent
or so personal as to defy interpretation. The purpose
of this article is to demonstrate that Shakespeare did
have a unique philosophy and that he deliberately
organized his Sonnets to give it expression.

Despite many attempts over the years to discover
a philosophy in the Sonnets the understanding
of their meaning has progressed no further than
the commonplace that they contain no inherent
philosophy. Wordsworth, Hazlitt, and Eliot held
that they contain no philosophy but others such as
Coleridge, Croce, and Strachey regarded them as
deeply philosophical.

Shakespeare had a systematic philosophy and he
used the sonnet form to give it comprehensive and
consistent expression. The Sonnets articulate the
logical principles for expression at a mythic depth.
The logical criteria presented in the Sonnets provide
the philosophic basis for the mythic achievement of
his plays and other poems.

Because of the consistency of the logic,
Shakespeare’s  Sonnets represent the underlying
conditions for every possibility in the world and so
for the logical relation between the world and the
human mind. William Shakespeare articulated this
logic and philosophy in his Sonnets 400 years ago.




