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Tamar Khokhobashvili

THE KINGDOM OF KARTLI (IBERIA) AND
THE SOUTHWESTERN LITTORAL OF
GEORGIA (3*"C. BC-4™ C. AD)

SUMMARY

In the study of the political-economic processes
of the historical province of southwestern Georgia,
Guria, the preconditions characteristic of this region
in the remote past should be taken into account.

The
should be considered which must have been reflected

historical-political and economic realia

at least from the beginning of the 3™ century BC on
the mentioned territory, where, beginning from the
period of King Parnavaz, according to the tradition,
one of the districts of the Kingdom of Iberia — a
sapitiakhsho, later on —a saeristavo (principality) was
implied. Arrian too conceptualizes as a constituent
part of Parsman’s (2™ c.) Kingdom the home of the
Zidrites on the Black Sea littoral.

Proceeding from the above-mentioned, when
speaking about the political, trade and economic
relations of Colchis of that time with the civilized
world, the interests and role of the Kingdom of Iberia
of that period should also be taken into account.

Naturally, the Kingdom of Iberia, which from the
formation of statehood had an outlet to the sea, due to
mercantile interests, by means of the saeristavo, must
have interfered actively in the political and economic
relations of the littoral. Furthermore, it is most likely
that Colchis, and later on Egrisi-Lazica fell under
significant influence.

Thus, it may be assumed that in the 3™ c. BC-
4t ¢, AD the Kingdom of Kartli, which owned the
southwestern littoral, on the one hand, controlled
Colchis-Lazica, and, on the other one, proceeding
from its own interests, carried out an independent
regional policy with Rome, and then with Persia-
Byzantium.




