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SUMMARY

A presidential election was held in France on 22
April 2012 (or 21 April in some overseas departments
and territories), with a second round run-off held on
6 May (or 5 May for those same territories) to elect
the President of France (who is also ex officio one of
the two joint heads of state of Andorra, a sovereign
state). The incumbent Nicolas Sarkozy was running
for a second successive and, under the terms of the
constitution, final term in the election.

The first round ended with the selection of Nicolas
Sarkozy and Francois Hollande as second round
participants. Hollande won the runoff with a vote of
51.63% of the vote to Sarkozy’s 48.37%.

Since the first round there has been a drive to woo
far-right voters with Sarkozy making immigration a
major issue of his campaign and Hollande focussing
on the euro-zone crisis and the state of the economy.
Hollande’s slogan was: “Change, now” (“Le
Changement, c’est maintenant).

The result of May 6 will have a profound impact
on European Leaders’ ability to cope with the financial
Crisis.




