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Summary

It is universally known that the ancient Colchis had
attracted world travelers and researchers from time im-
memorial. Suffice it to mention thereupon the myth about
the Colchis Medea and Argonauts (see A. Urushadze, The
Ancient Colchis in the Legend about the Argonauts, Tb.,
1964; A. Urushadze, The Country of the Enchantress Me-
dea, Thilisi, 1984; O. Lortkipanidze, The Ancient Colchis,
Tb.; O. Japaridze, On the Issue of the Ethnic History of
Georgian Tribes according to Archaeological Data, Tb.,
1976 (see Part I11: The West Transcaucasia in the 3rd Mil-
lennium B.C., etc.).

So the Ancient Colchis historical past and artifacts in-
terested the researchers of both ancient and Christian peri-
ods, especially the 19th and 20th century Asian and Euro-
pean, as well as Georgian investigators.

The scientists are delighted with the ancient Colchis
antiques even today. For example, in 2013 on the pages
of the Georgian Technical University journal “Business
Engineering” the complex of so-called cosmic structures
of Samegrelo was named “the sensation of year”: a) the
recumbent body on the right bank of the Tobavarchkhili
(with dimensions 200 X 40 m). Note: worth mentioning
here is the hydronim Tobavarchkhili, which in the Megre-
lian means “Silver Lake”. Can this name point to the exist-
ence of silver on the bottom or surface of this lake? b) The
object chiseled in the Osindale Monastery, the geometrical
image of which leaves the impression of flying object. A
round body is tied to its side (some are of the opinion that
this image is a planet, from whence the object had flown);
c¢) The so-called “Kua Kantsalia” (Tsalenjikha, the Quira
Mountain), which in the Megrelian means a “swinging
rock” (at a slight touch of finger the rock starts to swing
— while it swings it emits a knocking sound, but a large-
tonnage lorry cannot budge it. The unknown body in the
village of Jikhashkari is distinguished by something else:
on each Annunciation day it emits a knocking sound, dust
and snow do not stick to it, it reflects snowflakes and rain;
moss and thorns-winter peas cannot grow on it, it is not
buried in the earth — that is, it is on the surface of earth.

It should be noted that these objects have been stud-
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ied for 40 years by foreign (Russian, Austrian, Bulgarian,
Swiss, American, Lithuanian ...) scientists, while Georgian
researchers for some unknown reason prefer to keep silent.

According to ancient historical sources these objects
were well known to the Roman general Pompey, St. An-
drew the First-Called, the Queen Tamar. One of the leg-
ends says that Tamar’s body was carried towards Svaneti,
but her body did not reach Svaneti and was buried in Osin-
dale. So, according to the legend, the Queen Tamar lies in
the 27 km long “Shurubumu” Cave (Shurubumu — “with
bated breath,” a “very quiet place”), located under the Osi-
ndale Monastery.

To the miracles of Tobavarchkhili Lake also belongs a
blind fish (about 5 cm long) found there, which is transpar-
ent; its variety is recorded-spread only in the Indian Ocean
(a sizeable specimen about 35 cm long).

In the village of Taya our attention is drawn to two
“underground rivers” (they are visible on the surface, but
their trail disappears in the depths of rock. They are called
Shiksha and Khasha (based on our etymology “shiksha”
means “inner”, “the inside,” “interior,” while “khasha” is
salty water (compare: “khashuri — the salt of salty water,
or something resembling salt coming out of water or lake:
alum, niter, etc.” (S.-S. Orbeliani, Georgian Dictionary,
Tb., 1966). These rivers are also indicated on the geograph-
ic map of Georgia.

And finally, the Osindale Monastery is also distin-
guished by the fact that besides the unknown and mysteri-
ous objects painted on its walls worth mentioning is the
Pichkhaia family’s seal ring, which may not be of terres-
trial origin. The inscription pressed on it needs special de-
ciphering. As regards the inscription on the church fagade
it may be dated back to the time of the arrival in Georgia of
St. Andrew the First-Called (in the paper the paleographic
analysis will be presented of this inscription).

In our opinion, for the complex scientific study of the
above indicated objects it is necessary that a special sec-
toral commission should be created on a governmental-
international level (with the participation of an archaeolo-
gist, physicist, mathematician, the scientific workers of the
center for space research, as well as a geographer, pale-
ontologist, linguist-toponymist, art historian ...), so that
the ancient cosmographic and paleographic monuments of
Samegrelo region should be investigated thoroughly.
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1 09b930amgems”’ obg  asdmoyqgds:  The recumbent
body on the right bank of the Tobavarchkhili (with dimensions
200 X 40m), if placed vertically, has the following appearance:
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