arkosic sandstones),siltstones and shales (slates,
siltstone-psammite) of the Lower and Middle
Jurassic schistose terrigenousformation of the
Caucasian Folded System. According to data of
the petrographic and X-ray phase analysis there
have been established the types of rocks and the
entity and quantity of mineral phases
constituting them; there has been defined
organic carbon content in shales. On the whole
territory of the Kazbegi-Omaloregion (the
Kazbegimunicipality, the gorges of rivers Asa,
PirikitaAlazani, TushetiAlazani, Story and etc.)
we carried out fieldworks and took samples of
shalesfrom natural exposures and sections; then
we described and researched them in laboratory
(microscopic, X-ray-phase, X-ray fluorescent,
thermal analyses) and considering the results
(tectonic conditions, mineralogicalparagenesis,
organic carbon content, level of thecatagenesis)
we distinguishedlocal districts, promising from
the viewpoint of shale-gas content.In case of
establishing the productivity even of the small
part of the researched shales, Georgia can be-
come one of the rich, gas-producing (shale gas)
countries.
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