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Odzrkhe

Murman Tavdishvili, Professor
Summary

The capital of Georgian historical province Samtskhe
was always Odzrkhe. Toponym was formed the following
way: Old world “Khevi” (Canyon) was added to the river
name “Odzre”: “Odzris-Khevi”; As a result of phonetical
transformation of composite “s” and “vi” were lost. That
is how we got “Odzrikhe”. This form is mentioned in
historical sources. On the following stage ‘I’ was also
lost and the current toponym had been formed. Odzrkhe
is often mentioned in historical sources. Phonetically it is
transformed by two aspects:

1)Odzrkhe—Odzkhe—Otskhe(“Dzkh” is Georgian
dissonant and “tskh” harmonical complex.) So, prescrip-
tion and geographical means of producing “sa” and “e”
where added to “Otskhe” complex and the province name
“Samtskhe” was formed. Phonetically process is: “Sa-ot-
skh-¢” — “Sa-vtskh-e” — “Sa-mtskh-e”.

2) Second aspect of  phonetical aspect:
“Odzrkhe—Odzurkhe”(Because of hard readied conso-
nants there was added vowel “u” in the middle and the
pronunciation was eased.”Dz” consists of two sounds “d”
and “z”. The vowel “u” made “d” disappear and it became
“Ozurkhe”. This form is being notices in Archil Bagratio-
ni’s novel (17th Century) but in historical sources, “Ozur-
khe” is always mentioning as “Odzrkhe”. This points that
adding the “u” vowel made “Odzrkhe” sound like “Ozur-
khe”.From the other hand “Ozrkhe” makes another form
“Ozugheti”. Ozurgheti is current capital of Guria. The re-
placement of “kh” with “gh” is worldwide phonetical pro-
cess and there are many examples of it.So,after phonetical
development “Odzrkhe” became “Ozurgheti”.
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