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EUROPE’S MIGRATION CRISIS AND TURKEY’S
EU MEMBERSHIP PERSPECTIVE

EMZAR PAZHAVA
SUMMARY

In 1959 Turkey made its first application to join. The
ensuing negotiations resulted in the signature of the Agree-
ment Creating An Association Between The Republic of
Turkey and the European Economic Community (the “An-
kara Agreement”) in 1963.

At the last Association Council of 1997, the EU recon-
firmed Turkey’s eligibility for membership and asked the
Commission to prepare recommendations to deepen Tur-
key-EU relations, while claiming that the development of
this relationship depended on a number of factors relating
to Greece, Cyprus and human rights.

The refugee crisis, which has intensified along the EU’s
borders and shores since the summer of 2015 has brought
to the fore the EU’s vital security and stability needs. As a
country which has received more than 2 million refugees,
Turkey remains in a pivotal geographical position in the
EU’s periphery. That is why Brussels was quick to inten-
sify bilateral meetings with the Turkish government last
fall and draft an Action Plan with Turkey.

Angela Merkel met with Erdogan and Prime Minister
Ahmet Davutoglu in Istanbul on 18 October and agreed
to the 3 billion-euros-aid-package that Turkey had consist-
ently requested (instead of insisting on the EU’s previous
offer of 1 billion euros) to host the Syrian refugees and
effectively implement the EU-Turkey readmission agree-
ment. She additionally expressed support for the opening
of further negotiation chapters with Turkey and described
the EU-Turkey talks as “very promising.”

Despite all this, at the present juncture, EU-Turkey re-
lations seem to be evolving towards a strategic partnership
rather than Turkey’s full integration into the Union.
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