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MINERAL COMPOSITION OF QVEVRI

Nodar Poporadze,
Olga Seskuria

Earthen-ceramic ware represents one of the significant
historical material monuments of Georgia. Qvevri occupy a
special place among them and still have a functional load. The
production of the Qvevri strongly depends upon the quality of
the required material, its pre-treatment and the processes of its
drying and sintering.

Fine-grained polymineral mixture represents the raw ma-
terial for making Qvevri. It forms a more or less plastic mass
when interacting with water that retains the given shape after
drying and becomes strong as a stone after sintering. The main
constituent minerals of the raw material are alumino and alu-
minum silicates.

Applying complex laboratory methods there have been
researched the Qvevri from the Armazcikhe-Bagineti and Ar-
maziskhevi wine-cellars located on the territory of Mtskheta
and the earthen raw material used for making Qvevri found in
various regions of Georgia.

The analyses of the results of the carried out complex
studies showed that the samples of the Qvevri from the Ar-
mazcikhe-Bagineti and Armaziskhevi wine-cellars differ
greatly from each other and they are made of material of
diverse mineral and chemical composition applying diverse
technologies. Presumably they are sintered in various stoves
at various temperatures.
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