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RESUME

In geopolitical terms, the broader Black Sea region
serves as a link between the Caspian, the Aegean, and the
Mediterranean basins and constitutes a lucrative corridor
to the Middle East. Therefore, historically, establishing
control over principal trade routes crossing the Black Sea
has always been the interest of global powers. Following
the end of the Cold War, the Black Sea region found it-
self encompassed within the United States’ interests due
to three key factors: the extension of democracy, security
cooperation, and diversification of energy resources. The
democratic development of the countries in the region,
as well as their close military cooperation with NATO
member states is fundamentally contradictory to Russia’s
interests. The development of alternative projects for the
transport of oil and gas to Europe via the region is no less
unacceptable for Russia.

Following the annexation of Crimea, the unprecedent-
ed militarization carried out by the Russian Federation has
shifted the military balance in the Black Sea region in Rus-
sia’s favor. The latter has enhanced the Black Sea Fleet, as
well as air defense facilities and long-range guided missile
systems in Crimea, by which Russia can easily reach the
mainland territories of all of the Black Sea countries.

Given that three littoral states in the region are mem-
bers of NATO, the Alliance perceives Russia’s significant
military advantage and its aggressive policies in the region
as an alarming threat to the Black Sea region and as a chal-
lenge for the Euro-Atlantic security as a whole. Moreover,
the Black Sea region is a stage where NATO and Russian
military forces interact most closely, which is a source of
constant tension.
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