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SUMMARY

The aim of this article is to describe the historical path
of transformation of United States foreign policy strategy
from “Soft Power” to “Smart Power” and the results of
these strategies.

US has always claimed that it has been implementing
the status quo policy, even when it was expanding, while
conquering Latin American states or during military in-
terventions. All this actions were carried out by using the
“Hard Power” strategy, which appeared to be pretty flexi-
ble to be transformed into “Soft Power” strategy adequate-
ly to the changed conditions.

Soft power is a concept developed by Joseph Nye of
Harvard University to describe the ability to attract and co-
opt rather than by force, using force or giving money as
a means of persuasion. Soft power is the ability to shape
the preferences of others through appeal and attraction. A
defining feature of soft power is that it is no coercive; the
currency of soft power is culture, political values, and for-
eign policies.

This concept was widely used during and post cold war
period, until then, the balance of power in global politics
has not changed drastically.

Later Joseph Nye reintroduces the idea and argues for
its relevance in forming the post-September 11 U.S. foreign
policy. He argues that successful states need both hard and
soft power - the ability to coerce others as well as the ability
to shape their long-term attitudes and preferences. This new
strategy was called “Smart Power” and became US 44" presi-
dent — Barack Obama’s administration’s main principle.

Within the framework of this work we discussed some
aspects of United States foreign policy strategies and ana-
lyzed the results of these strategies.
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