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MATERIAL EVIDENCE OF ECONOMIC ACTIVITY
ON NEAR EAST MONUMENTS

Gia Kvashilava
PhD student of GTU

ABSTRACT

The work describes an accounting system used in
Near East since the Neolith Age. The accounting was
kept with the help of clay tokens, denoting numbers
and various goods. Sometimes the clay tokens were at-
tached to clay bullae hung on wool ropes or were put
into spherical bulla-envelopes and then sealed. They
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were stamped on the outer surface of the bullae and de-
noted the number of tokens in the bullae.

The process of stamping with the tokens on the out-
er surface of bullae resulted in the appearance of pic-
tographic, linear and cuneiform scripts in 3500-2800
BC. These scripts are found on numerous clay tablets
the deciphering of which proves that writing is an im-
mediate result of counting products and was used for
economic and administrative registration.

Keywords: accounting system, clay tokens, clay bul-
lae, origin of writing.
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