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THE ROOTS AND TYPES OF EUROSCEPTICISM

Shota Kublashvili
PhD student of GTU

SUMMARY

In modern conditions, political radicalism is a char-
acteristic attribute of the political scene in many coun-
tries in the world. The political parties at the head of
the state government or the politically dominant class-
es, of course, conduct their policies, be it domestic or
foreign, economic or social, etc. However, globalization
has brought about the need for certain alliances of
states, such as the European Union, NATO, and others.
Contrary to all this, some actors are radically opposed
to the existing arrangements and institutions and try
to create an imbalance in them with their own populist
actions.

Being in military, political, or economic alliances,
along with its positive sides, is followed by the raising
of certain demands by the countries, criticism of Euro-
pean institutions, protests against European ideas and
institutions, Bringing national identity to the fore, etc.

Therefore, when discussing political radicalism, it
is necessary to touch on Euroscepticism, which has be-
come very popular in recent years. Moreover, we can
note that Euroscepticism is a new stage in the devel-
opment of political radicalism and populism. The shock




caused by the great economic recession, emigration
problems, and Brexit in the last decade in the European
Union has not yet passed, and the populist-right radi-
cal parties are exacerbating this shock and are the main
feeding forces of these crises.

Although the EU itself and its institutions, as well as
the member states, are fighting Euroscepticism, popu-
list parties may influence the political processes, since,
in the background of Brexit or other crises, the posi-
tions of the ruling political forces are shaken.

Right-wing and ultra-right radical-populist parties
in many countries oppose integration into various in-
ternational alliances, which is based on the threat of
destruction of national or religious interests. However,
they are the subject of scientific interest, scientists have
already begun to classify groups of Eurosceptics, divid-
ing them according to the intensity of their demands.

Based on all of the above, the purpose of this article
is to review the stages of origin, roots and development
of Euroscepticism as a political trend, its dominant
types, and the peak of Euroscepticism, “Brexit”.

Key words: Euroscepticism, European Union, pop-
ulism, political radicalism, Great Britain, Margaret
Thatcher, “Brexit”.
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