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THE ESSENCE AND IMPORTANCE OF SOCIAL
PEDAGOGY
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RESUME
The article “Social Pedagogy” explains the essence of
social pedagogy, and answers the questions why it has
been developed and become important, and what are
the challenges facing the social pedagogy today. The ar-
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ticle explores the fields, where the social pedagogy can
be successfully applied and describes the principles and
approaches social pedagogues use to achieve their profes-
sional goals.

Social pedagogy is a social and practical field, which
study and develop the methods to help individuals solve
their social problems, and contribute to their societal in-
clusion. Social pedagogy is closely related to other aca-
demic and practical fields such as is pedagogy, sociology,
psychology and social work.

The concepts and approaches, which laid down the
basis for social pedagogy started to form an independent
academic field from 19" century, when societies were
challenged by increasing social problems related to in-
dustrialization, urbanization and economic changes. The
concepts to support and educate children and young peo-
ple experiencing difficult life situations started to develop
from this period.

Keywords: social pedagogy, methods and approaches
of social pedagogy, principles of social pedagogy, field of
application of social pedagogy, challenges of social peda-
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