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THE CULTURE OF WINE IN GEORGIA
AND ITS SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACTS:
THE CASE OF KAKHETI

Teona Taboridze
Phd student of GTU

Georgia - the homeland of wine - these words spread
around the world after 2013, marking the beginning
of the renaissance of Georgian wine traditions. This is
the period when UNESCO granted the 8,000-year-old
tradition of winemaking in Georgian Qvevri the status
of Intangible Cultural Heritage. Georgia is a country
where 524 grape varieties grow. It is no coincidence
that UNESCO recognized this tradition, as for 80 centu-
ries, Georgians have not used any other vessel besides
the Qvevri for winemaking, and industrial winemaking,
both in Georgia and globally, has not widely adopted
this method.

The Georgian people have always referred to culti-
vating vines as “raising them like a child,” as growing
a good child requires constant attention, care, and
guidance. Of course, the exact dates of when this close
connection between the Georgian people and the vine
began are unknown. However, archaeological evidence
reveals that ancient grape seeds, dating back to the 6th
millennium BCE, have been found in Georgia. Addition-
ally, bronze statues discovered in the village of Melaani
in the Kakheti region and the village of Vani in the
Imereti region are dated to the 9th-7th centuries BCE.
These facts allow us to conclude that the first cradle of
winemaking was established in Georgia.

All of the aforementioned provides the country with
new opportunities in modern times through the devel-
opment of wine tourism. This form of tourism, along-
side wine, integrates culture, traditions, gastronomy,
and additional paid services, which, in the long run, sig-
nificantly contribute to the sustainable development of
the country.

Keywords: wine, qvevri wine, wine tourism, Geor-
gia, Kisi wine, Kakheti region.
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