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CULTURAL NORMS, PATRIARCH’S INITIATIVE AND
BIRTH ECONOMIC ASPECTS

Lia Chkonia
Associate Professor of GTU

RESUME
In Georgia and the world’s aging process is under-
way. The decline in birth rates is due to many socio-eco-
nomic factors. However, historical-religious cultural
norms are weakened. Georgian cultural norms, cruci-
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fixion, family holiness, children, baptism, etc., are di-
rectly related to religion. It is precisely by the intensifi-
cation of these norms that the birth rate was to increase
the baptism of the third and subsequent children born
in the crucified families, Ilia II, the initiative of the Ca-
tholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia. Which has been held
periodically since 2007 and today the number of the
patriarch’s godchildren is 49,000.In 2008, there was a
birth boom in the country, and in the short term, the
birth rate increased four times. The patriarch’s initia-
tive is approved by Elon Musk, the head of the efficiency
department of the government of the new US adminis-
tration, and he shares the research of the American de-
mographer, Lyman Stone, in which he talks about how
the initiative of Catholicos-Patriarch Ilia II increased
the birth rate in Georgia, about his baptism of third and
subsequent children, and claims that the role of elites in
society and cultural The role of norms in terms of birth
rate growth is crucial.

In the article, we discussed the economic aspects
of the decline in the birth rate in the country and gov-
ernment programs to help large and socially vulnerable
families.

Keywords: Fertility Rate, Demographic Aging, Pa-
triarch’s Demographic Initiative
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