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FROM FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE TO GLOBAL
INNOVATION- SILICON VALLEY INSIGHTS
FOR GEORGIA'S DEVELOPMENT

Maia Benia
Associate professor of GTU

RESIUME

This article examines the professional trajecto-
ries of physicists and mathematicians who emigrated
to the West following the collapse of the Soviet Union
and achieved notable success within the technology
industry of Silicon Valley. It highlights how fundamen-
tal knowledge acquired through the Soviet educational
system was transformed into innovative global prod-
ucts—such as WhatsApp, Viber, and PayPal. The study
illustrates that, under the right ecosystem, intellectual
capital can become a primary driver of startups and
technological advancement. The article is grounded in
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the analysis of international case studies as well as an
evaluation of the role played by Georgia’s Innovation
and Technology Agency (GITA). It concludes with a set
of policy recommendations aimed at strengthening
STEM education in Georgia, enhancing startup sustain-
ability, and fostering integration into global knowledge
networks.

Keywords: Post-Soviet migration, Silicon Valley,
innovation policy, GITA, STEM education, knowledge
commercialization, startup ecosystems, Georgia, tech-
nological diaspora
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