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RESUME

A new, important step in the development of the
problem of social progress was taken by the 18th centu-
ry German educator and philosopher Johann Gottfried
Herder (1744 -1803). He was one of the first to develop
the idea of progress. This is what aroused our interest
in his philosophical works.

Herder’s main point of view on social progress can
be formulated in three main points: 1) the unity of the
historical process of progress and the eternal variabili-
ty of events; 2) the uneven nature of this unity and vari-
ability; 3) humanity as the main essence of the histori-
cal process.

Keywords: Social progress, philosophy of history,
external and internal factors, culture, humanism.
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