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RESUIME

The work is about the signing of the act of capitula-
tion of fascist Germany held in the French city of Reims.
It is indicated that on May 7, 1945, Central European
time, the signing procedure began in Reims at 2:34 a.m.
It ended at 2:41 a.m. But Stalin demanded that the ca-
pitulation be signed at the place where the war began,
in Berlin. The next day, on May 8, the Allies and German
plenipotentiaries arrived in the eastern part of Berlin,
in Karlshorst, where a two-story building of the Offi-
cers’ Club of the German Military Engineering School
was prepared for the ceremony of signing the act. At ex-
actly 24:00 Moscow time, representatives of the Allied
command entered the hall. Marshal Zhukov opened the
meeting and then asked to invite the German represen-
tatives to the hall. They were asked to sit at a separate
table, not far from the entrance. The Germans were
asked whether they had read the wordless capitulation
document and whether they had the authority to sign
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it. After Keitel’s positive answer, at Zhukov’s invitation,
they approached the table at which representatives of
the Allied powers and their advisers were sitting. Keitel
transferred the authority to Bazarov. After the docu-
ments were checked by the translation officer, they
were handed over to Zhukov. After that, the Germans
signed the act of military capitulation, drawn up in trip-
licate, in Russian, English and German (a total of 9). The
document stipulated that only the English and Russian
texts were authentic.
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