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1  According to the latest  gures published by Eurostat, the average rate of the total 
tax burden in the EU Member States amounted to 41.5% of the GNP. The highest  g-
ure was in Sweden (51.4%), Denmark (49.8%), Belgium (48.1%), France (45.7%) and 
Finland (45.1%), the lowest - in Lithuania (28.7%), Latvia (29.1%), Slovakia (30.9%), 
Ireland (31.2%) and Estonia (33.4%). A similar study was conducted by the Organisa-
tion for Economic Cooperation and Development, the authors estimated that the tax 
burden in the 30 OECD countries. On average across all OECD countries the tax bur-
den is 36.3% of GDP. In the  rst place on the level of tax burden are Sweden, Denmark 
and Belgium. The list is Mexico, South Korea and the United States, where the tax 
burden of 18.5%, 24.6% and 25.4% respectively.
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