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Resume

Thanks to region’s rich natural resources and its geographical loca-
tion, Georgia developed the metallurgical traditions which go back to
the Early Bronze Age, namely the fourth millennium BC. Unearthed
artifacts from this period already demonstrate the advanced skills both
in bronze metallurgy and in working with precious metals of Georgian
artisans. Tools and jewellery, pins, rings and temple pendants, as well as
striking ornamental gold brooch show an unusually high level of work-
manship.

German archaecologists from Ruhr-University Bochum discovered
the gold mine in Sakdrisi. It is one of the oldest known gold mines in
the world and that such unique exhibits have not been discovered even
in Egypt. The 5000 years old gold mine of Sakdrisi in Georgia lies 50
km southwest of Thilisi. The archeologists assert that these are the eldest
mines in the world. This should have been a sensational find for Georgia,
as previously it was believed that gold was recovered only from alluvial
deposits in rivers.

The Georgians were the first in the world to begin working on iron
and steel and contributed to the mankind history that way as well. In
Georgia the oldest monuments of human civilization were discovered
and is considered a place of origin of metallurgy. The Georgian region
is well known for its gold and has been a source of the precious metal
for millennia. The gold of Colchis, for example, was made famous in the
Greek legend of Jason and the Golden Fleece.
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