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TOURISM - THE WAY OF DEVELOPMENT
OF GEORGIAN DISTRESSED MOUNTAIN REGIONS

Toseb Khelashvili
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The article deals with the role of tourism in the development of
economically distressed mountain regions of Georgia and presents a way
to approach the issue. It covers four mountain regions of the country
— Racha-Lechkhumi, Guria, Samckhe-Javakheti and Mckheta-Tianeti.
The author underlines the importance of tourism in the development of
mountain regions, paying a special attention to local identities which
are in danger of disappearing along with the on-going process of the
mountains depopulation, and which makes the timing an important
issue. The author gives a list of proposed Pilot-Projects for the regions
which are considered to be financed by the government at the initial
stage of the development and should involve Georgian National Tourism
Administration, regional agencies, local authorities and scientists and
experts of tourism area.

Keywords: Distressed Regions, Investment, Tourism, Pilot Project.
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