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RESUME

The Islamic state of Iraq and the Levant which was recognized
by the UN as a terrorist organization and accused for the massive viola-
tion of human rights has been getting stronger and stronger for the last
few years. Despite the international society’s active resistance ISIS still
remains the active terrorist organization. According to several leaders
of the organization, their decision to join Jihad was caused by interven-
tion in Iraq in 2003 during the presidency of George W. Bush. In addi-
tion they claim that the long-term goal of the Islamic State is to create
Levant, which is the name of eastern coast of the Mediterranean sea
and includes Syria, Lebanon, Turkey, Israel, Palestine, Jordan and Egypt.

The Islamic State during its existence managed to reach Finan-
cial and Military strength. The organization has secured huge cash
flows from oil fields in eastern Syria, has been stealing and selling
archaeological antiquities and artifacts, has been capturing money
from the banks and military supplies during Mosul intervention, has
been getting ransom money for kidnapped foreigners and informa-
tion, has been getting money from several countries (Qatar, Saudi
Arabia); All the facts above have caused economic strength of ISIS.

Based on the above the research question is formulated as fol-
low: which factors have caused economic strength of the ISIS?

[t is also notable that the most of the people joined ISIS during
the Iraq war to fight against western forces. Also, as the US Secretary
of defense Ashton Carter said the Islamic State is a social-media-fu-
elled terrorism group and this fact helps them to spread information
and recruit members easily. What is more, Islamic state is attractive
for several countries because the terrorist group’s actions help them
to achieve their national interests.

Key words: terrorism, ISIS, economic strength, artifacts trading,
Mosul intervention.
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