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RESUME

As the world economy enters the 21st century, the merits of tech-
nical progress and the instant diffusion of the enormous amount of
information offer incredible opportunities. At the same time, the
ability to exploit and make use of the new tools remains in part lim-
ited, and also unevenly divided. The information and communica-
tion technology, research and development, skills upgrading and
the accumulation of human capital are all recognized to matter for
economic and societal performances. And it is important that for the
success of innovation in these spheres in an ever more competitive
environment.
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panies, Investment, Population, Risks, Development.
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