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POST-PANDEMIC TOURISM EXPECTATIONS
AND DEVELOPMENT TRENDS IN GEORGIA

Otar Abesadze,
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Georgian National University,
Academic Doctor of Economics

RESUME

The pandemic caused by COVID-19 has forced human relations
and certain areas of activity into the framework today, actually
transforming the rules of behavior of the population and in many
cases the relations have been replaced by online communications.
The pandemic has also significantly changed the economic devel-
opment parameters of countries. According to the data platform
statista.com, the tourism sector is one of the sectors most affected
by COVID-19 in terms of both demand and supply. Although given
the current situation, it is difficult to assess the impact of the corona-
virus on international tourism, but it can really be said that the flow
of tourist flows has been drastically reduced.

Georgia is one of the countries whose economy depends on the tour-
ism sector. The fact is that tourism in the active phase of development has
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found itself in a dormant stage and the tourism business has accordingly
entered a phase of economic uncertainty. Therefore, given the current
situation, in the light of the expectations of tourism revival, it is impor-
tant to analyze the current trends in tourism development in Georgia and
quantitative analysis of current events in the field of tourism.

Of course setting expectations is very difficult. The key is for as-
cension to be based on a secure business and to follow all the rec-
ommendations that will be considered against the outbreak of the
virus. Whether we like it or not, everyone will have to follow these
rules. This will put the development of tourism in a strict framework
and require the tourism sector to adapt to the new reality.

Although the situation created by the pandemic will have a se-
vere impact on the tourism sector, we think tourism will still be able
to survive. The resumption of tourist flows will depend on the epide-
miological situation, both around the world and within the country,
as well as on the proper and coordinated work of the health care sys-
tem and the state. There will be some transformation in the field of
tourism and the tourism sector will have to adapt to the new reality.
However, the calculation of the forecast observer on the basis of ex-
trapolation methods showed that what is a COVID-19 pandemic, by
2020 Georgia should have hosted 10,500,000 international visitors.

Given the current situation, it is difficult to talk about the post-
pandemic process today, as we are still in a pandemic era. But, given
that Georgia has been hosting growing tourist flows in terms of at-
tractiveness every year, there are definitely positive expectations. To-
day, domestic tourism is revived, international tourism is on standby
and in an economically uncertain phase. Because for the majority of
the population, the tourism business is the only source of income,
however, in my opinion, it is now vital for the government to provide
maximum support to this area and take the following effective steps:
Liberalization of tax policy. Simplify gaming business licensing. It is
necessary to create and encourage aggressively stimulating tourist
attractions in Georgia, etc.

Key words: pandemic, tourism, analysis, expectations, trend.
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