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RESUME

At the present stage, the Georgian higher education system has
faced several challenges. Academic Integrity is one of the deeply
rooted problems and has a long history in many countries and com-
munities and Georgia is no exception. Generally, the business re-
search results help companies determine which products or service
is most profitable for them. When we speak about business research
it means asking some research questions to know where the money
can be spent to increase profits, assets, or market share. So, Business
research is a very important issue in making effective decisions.

Academic Integrity is a type of intellectual theft, and it can take
many forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from
a source without acknowledgment. Consequently, whenever you use
the words or ideas of another person in your work, you must ac-
knowledge where they came from.

Therefore, the successful implementation of well-crafted anti-
plagiarism policies can have a positive impact on the quality of busi-
ness research and at the same time improves the academic reputa-
tion of business researchers.

The present paper aims to explore attitudes towards and aware-
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ness of academic Integrity in business research in Georgian’s higher
education institutions.

Keywords: Academic Integrity, Business research, Anti-plagia-
rism policies, Copyright, Review.

MAIN TEXT

Academic Integrity involves the act of using others’” work (Re-
search) and trying to pass it off as your own original work [9]. Es-
sentially, Plagiarism may take place in any scientific journal despite
currently employed anti-plagiarism tools and along with fabrication
and falsification, it is classed as research misconduct [10].

The quality and integrity of the scientific, including in business
research have recently become the subject of heated debate among
scientists. Due to an apparent increase in cases of plagiarism (scien-
tific fraud) and irreproducible research, some have claimed science
to be in a state of crisis [4]. In this sense, program “Turnitin” solu-
tions promote academic integrity, streamline grading, deter plagia-
rism, and improve student and researcher outcomes [8].

There are several studies about plagiarism. Some studies indi-
cate that the concept of academic integrity is culturally different and
has been in a way problematic in post-Soviet countries, including
Georgia. The understanding of academic integrity in the Post-Sovi-
et academic community often does not correspond to its contem-
porary counterparts. In terms of combating plagiarism, in Georgia
existing rules and practices often do not match each other. When it
comes to the definition and detection of plagiarism or sanctions for
plagiarism, the Authors of scientific papers usually act according to
their own, often subjective common sense [7, 4,16].

Although plagiarism detection programs have been used in Geor-
gia in recent years, including of the business-management field, the
protection of intellectual property in the field of scientific research
is facing challenges and several related issues need to be refined.

Regarding the plagiarism, the Protection of intellectual proper-
ty rights is a very important issue worldwide and in Georgia. Geor-
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gia must undertake more actions through the current European
integration process, to bring the national legislation and practice
to international standards and low [5, 7]. The DCFTA (The Deep
and Comprehensive Free Trade Areas) requires Georgia to mod-
ernize its intellectual property rights system. These reforms will
contribute to a stable legal environment in Georgia for the protec-
tion of intellectual property rights. The DCFTA lays down rules
on copyrights and parties must comply with several international
conventions and agreements in the mentioned direction and issues
[3,98-99].

The main legislative act regulating copyright relations in Georgia
is the “Law of Georgia on Copyright and Related Rights (1999)”. In
Georgia intellectual Property applies to works of science, literature,
and art, regardless of their quality, genre, volume, form, and means
of expression [6].

The quality and integrity of scientific literature have recently
become the subject of heated debate. Due to an apparent increase
in cases of scientific fraud and irreproducible research, some have
claimed science to be in a state of crisis.

Due to the problems with plagiarism and copyright issues In
terms of business research, it’s important to adhere to the standards
of scientific research review. The quality of scientific research must
be critically reviewed before publication. The research should be
justifiable for publication, meaning sufficiently important and free
from flaws, including plagiarism [2, 6-7].

The present research aims to explore attitudes towards and
awareness of plagiarism in business research in Georgia. In the
research, both quantitative and qualitative data analysis methods
were used, and the target groups of the research were business
students of universities accredited in Georgia. Overall, 157 respon-
dents (Students from Tbilisi State University (TSU) and Interna-
tional Black Sea University (IBSU)) participated in the survey (See
charts I, IT).
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Chart | -Target By universities (2021)/ TSU -IBSU

Chart Il -Distribution of Participants by Study Level (2021)

Ph.D
3.7%

Graduate
40.7%

Undergraduate
55.6%

CONCLUSION AND KEY FINDINGS
1. Results of the student survey show that 77.8% of the student
respondents are aware of whether their universities have anti-pla-

giarism policies (See chart III).
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Chart lll - Does your university have a policy/document to
combat plagiarism? (2021)

Don't know
22.2%

Yes
77.8%

2. By plagiarism awareness on a five-point scale you are varying
among students (See chart V).

Chart IV - Histogram of How would you rate plagiarism
awareness of the following groups on a five point scale (5 -
means very high) (2021)

5.9%

29.4% 17.6%

|

47.1%
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3. It is noteworthy that the regulations in the university are not
students’ source of information about plagiarism. For 44.4% of the
respondents, the main source of information is the professor [11].

Different types of peer review formats will be preferred in busi-
ness research, depending on which of these expectations take pre-
cedence, as not all of these expectations can be easily combined [4].

The results of our paper indicate that the problems of academic
integrity are a critically important component in business research,
which requires appropriate measures, even in the form of imple-
mentation of an effective anti-plagiarism policy.
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